
Thornton Gray 
 
 
The following item is reproduced from W.H. Snowden’s 1902 booklet Some Old Historic Landmarks of 
Virginia and Maryland: A Hand-Book for the Tourist Over the Washington, Alexandria and Mount 
Vernon Railway, fourth edition, pp. 70-72.  Thornton Gray was born about 1825.  Although the son of 
Mount Vernon slaves, he was probably born and brought up on the George Washington Parke Custis 
estate at Arlington.  A “stable-hand and handyman,” he married Selina Norris, a second-generation 
Arlington house servant in the parlor of the “big house.”  When fleeing the federal occupation in 1861, 
Mary Lee, wife of Robert E. Lee, entrusted the keys to Arlington House and the Washington heirlooms 
therein to Selina Gray.  The Gray family remained in the vicinity of Arlington after the Civil War. 



 



 
 
 
 


