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African -American Civilians Interred in Section 27 of Arlington National Cemetery, 1864 -1867 
 

 

 

Ɂ ÕɯÖÓËɯÚÌÊÛÐÖÕɯÖÍɯ ÙÓÐÕÎÛÖÕɯÕÈÛÐÖÕÈÓɯÊÌÔÌÛÌÙàȮɯËÌËÐÊÈÛÌËɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÉÜÙÐÈÓɯÖÍɯÊÖÓÖÙÌËɯÚÖÓËÐÌÙÚɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ

Union before the opening of the new addition to Arlington, is seldom entered by tourists.  

Though it is a place of great beauty and reverent quiet, it lies off the main track of travel.  It may 

be reached in two ways:  these are by the northeast gate or by following the steep gravel road that 

leads down from the rear of the mansion into the deep woods and ravines to the north.  The east 

entrance leads between two tall, urn-capped, white columns inscribed with the names of two 

%ÌËÌÙÈÓɯÎÌÕÌÙÈÓÚȮɯ.ÙËɯÈÕËɯ6ÌÐÛáÌÓȭɯɯ ɯÞÈÛÊÏÔÈÕɀÚɯÊÖÛÛÈÎÌɯÚÜÙÙÖÜÕËÌËɯÉàɯÚÏÙÜÉÉÌÙàɯÈÕËɯÍÓÖÞÌÙÚ 

is on the left.  The road passes around a brilliant flower circle gorgeously illuminated this season 

with geraniums, verbenas, roses and petunias.  To the westward stretch the ranks of marble 

headstones, some dark-stained by rains and frosts and some gloomy under a coat of moss.  Over 

all spread somber spruce and sad pine trees.  About twenty-five hundred graves are here.  One 

ÓÈÙÎÌɯ×ÓÖÛɯÐÚɯÎÐÝÌÕɯÖÝÌÙɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÎÙÈÝÌÚɯÖÍɯȿÊÖÕÛÙÈÉÈÕËÚȮɀɯÙÜÕÈÞÈàɯÚÓÈÝÌÚɯÞÏÖɯËÐÌËɯÜÕËÌÙɯÛÏÌɯ

protection of the Union forces around Washington.  There has long been an agitation among the 

colored posts of the Grand Army of the Republic for the erection of a monument to the negro 

dead in this part of the great burial ground, but the shaft has not been reared. 
 

The field of graves lies between the Seneca sandstone north wall and a little stream on the south 

side that trickles down through the impressive woodɭwoodland yet untouched by the grave 

ËÐÎÎÌÙɀÚɯÚ×ÈËÌȮɯÈÕËɯÞÏÐÊÏɯÊÖÝÌÙÚɯÛÏÌɯÙÖÜÎÏɯÛÌÙÙÈÐÕɯÕÖÙÛÏɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÔÈÕÚÐÖÕȭɯɯ3ÏÌɯÛÐÔÉÌÙɯÛÏÌÙÌɯÐÚɯ

white oak, and the trees, though tall, are not old.  Their age is probably forty or fifty years, but 

the depth of the humous or forest mold would indicate that this is very old, if not primeval, 

woodland.  This woodland is a dreamy place.  The sun does not shine there in summer and the 

snow sifts softly down in winter. 
 

The hard rolled gravel road that runs through these woods show few wheel tracks, and days and days pass without anybody moving there, except a watchman going his lonely 

ÙÖÜÕËȭɂ 

 

         ɭJ. HaÙÙàɯ2ÏÈÕÕÖÕȮɯɁ3ÏÌɯ1ÈÔÉÓÌÙȮɂɯThe Evening Star, August 17, 1912 

A circa 1900 photo of the old northeast gate, with its late-nineteenth-

century columns honoring Generals Ord and Weitzel.  The graves of 

Section 27 begin behind the 1870s sandstone wall.  The steep driveway 

diverged around the higher, level area at center, the former ornamental 

ñflower circle.ò  Library of Congress photograph. 
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 rlington National Cemetery is so closely associated with honoring military service that casual visitors often wonder why so m any of the headstones in its 

2ÌÊÛÐÖÕɯƖƛɯÈÙÌɯÐÕÚÊÙÐÉÌËɯɁÊÐÛÐáÌÕɂɯÖÙ ɁÊÐÝÐÓÐÈÕȮɂɯÈÕËɯÞÏàɯÛÏÌÚÌɯÈÙÌɯÎÙÖÜ×ÌËɯÛÖÎÌÛÏÌÙȭɯɯ3ÏÌɯÈÕÚÞÌÙɯÐÚɯÛÏÈÛȮɯÌßÊÌ×ÛɯÍÖÙɯÐÛÚɯ×ÈÙÛÐÊÜÓÈÙɯÓÖÊÈÛÐÖÕȮɯÛÏÌɯÌÚÛÈÉÓÐÚÏÔÌÕÛɯÖÍ the 

cemetery was a purely practical measure undertaken at the height of the Civil War to accommodate deceased from the District of Columbia.  While most of the 

ÊÌÔÌÛÌÙàɀÚɯ"ÐÝÐÓɯ6ÈÙ-ÌÙÈɯÎÙÈÝÌÚɯÈÙÌɯÛÏÖÚÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÖÜÚÈÕËÚɯÖÍɯÚÖÓËÐÌÙÚɯÞÏÖɯËÐÌËɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÊÐÛàɀÚɯÔÐÓÐÛÈÙàɯÏÖÚ×ÐÛÈÓÚȮɯÈÍÛÌÙɯÛÏÌɯÊÖÕÍÓÐÊÛɯÛÏÌɯ0ÜÈÙÛÌÙÔÈÚÛÌÙ Department used it 

to reinter soldiers and civilian government employees and d ependents from as far as 40 miles away in Maryland, from all points of Virginia, and even locations 

down the coast.  But almost as soon as it opened, Arlington also became a final resting place for another group of individual s:  African American civilians,  mostly 

residents of Washington, D.C. and mostly native to Virginia and Maryland, impoverished, and only recently free. 1 

 

African Americans recognized sooner than most whites that the war brought the Jubilee, the day the enslaved would be released from bon dage.  The trickle that 

had made their way north with the Underground Railroad became a flood, particularly as the Second Confiscation Act took effec t and Union troops cleared more 

of the border and coastal areas of opposing armies.  The breakdown of enforcement of the Fugitive Slave Act and increasing sympathy with the enslaved also 

lured hundreds of runaways from Maryland, a loyal slaveholding state.  Washington was already home to a large, free -black community, plus thousands newly 

freed by a unique progÙÈÔɯÖÍɯÊÖÔ×ÌÕÚÈÛÌËɯÌÔÈÕÊÐ×ÈÛÐÖÕɯÌÕÈÊÛÌËɯÉàɯ"ÖÕÎÙÌÚÚɯÐÕɯƕƜƚƖȭɯɯ ÛɯÈÉÖÜÛɯƕƘȮƔƔƔɯ×ÌÙÚÖÕÚɯÐÕɯƕƜƚƔȮɯÛÏÌɯ#ÐÚÛÙÐÊÛɯÖÍɯ"ÖÓÜÔÉÐÈɀÚɯ ÍÙican-

American population would increase to more than 27,000 by early 1866 and 43,000 in 1870.2 

 

The wartime influx of troops, forme r slaves, government employees, office-seekers, entrepreneurs, criminals, camp followers and hangers-on overwhelmed 

6ÈÚÏÐÕÎÛÖÕɀÚɯÔÜÕÐÊÐ×ÈÓɯÈÜÛÏÖÙÐÛÐÌÚȮɯÈÕËɯÛÈß×ÈàÌÙÚɯÓÈÊÒÌËɯÛÏÌɯÞÐÓÓɯÈÕËɯÊÈ×ÈÊÐÛàɯÛÖɯÌßÛÌÕËɯ×ÜÉÓÐÊɯÚÌÙÝÐÊÌÚɯÛÖɯÛÏÌÚÌɯÖÜÛÚÐËÌÙÚȭɯ The city would  look after its own 

paupers, but not soldiers or other strangers.  As a consequence, the U.S. military assumed many traditionally municipal funct ions.  Among these was the burial of 

recently arrived, destitute freedpeople.  From June 1862 to April 1864, there were 700 deaths just among the 5,000 African Americans who passed through Camp 

!ÈÙÒÌÙȮɯÛÏÌɯÊÐÛàɀÚɯ×ÙÐÕÊÐ×ÈÓɯÙÌÍÜÎÌÌɯÊÈÔ×ȭ3 

                                                           
1
 Section 27 is not the only portion of the cemetery that holds graves of Civil War-era civilians.  Before a record of honorable military service was required for burial at Arlington, the government also interred or 

reinterred civilian employees involved in the war effort (mostly Quartermaster Department laborers and teamsters) and their dependents, as well as some soldiersô dependents.  As efforts to segregate graveyards were 

uneven at the timeðand often defeated by bad recordkeepingðthere is a possibility that among them could be found other African-American civilians of the era.  The present study concentrates on civilians simply 

because it is the research interest of the author.  It is anticipated, however, that the author will conduct additional research in the near future to more fully tell Section 27ôs early history. 
2
 United States Census, Population Schedules for the District of Columbia, 1860 and 1870; June 1866 report of Brevet Brigadier General Charles H. Howard in Letters Sent by the Assistant Commissioner for the 

District of Columbia, June 1865-Dec 1868, Entry 449 in Record Group 105, Records of the Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen and Abandoned Lands, National Archives and Records Administration.  The numbers, 

especially those between the federal censuses, have to be seen as very approximate.  One newspaper estimate put the population at almost 39,000 at the end of 1867.  Less than two years before, a Freedmenôs Bureau 

census put the number of African Americans in the District at 27,287, but lly undercounted freedpeople.  Other Bureau correspondence from about the same time put it variously at 24,000, 27,000 and 31,000.     
3
 Register of Freedmen at Camp Barker, D.C., June 1862-December 1863, Entry 570 of Records of the Assistant Commissioner for the District of Columbia, in Record Group 105, Records of the Bureau of Refugees, 

Freedmen and Abandoned Lands, National Archives and Records Administration; interview of D.B. Nichols by the American Freedmenôs Inquiry Commission in Letters Received, 1861-1870, Entry 12 in Record 

Group 94, Records of the Adjutant General, National Archives and Records Administration.  This is a rate of almost one out of seven people within a very short periodðwhich hints at the terrible conditions in 

campðbut there is evidence to suggest some double counting of deaths.  
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(ÕɯƕƜƚƖɯÛÏÌɯÔÐÓÐÛÈÙàɯÈÜÛÏÖÙÐÛÐÌÚɯÊÖÕÛÙÈÊÛÌËɯÞÐÛÏɯ%ÙÈÕÒɯ3ȭɯ2ÈÕËÚɯÛÖɯɁÉÜÙàɯÛÏÌɯËÌÈËɯÖÍɯ

ÛÏÌɯÈÙÔàɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÝÐÊÐÕÐÛàɂɯÈÕËɯÈÛɯÓÌÈÚÛɯÚÖÔÌɯof the recently arrived former slaves. 4  

Soldiers were first interred at the six -acre graveyard at the U.S. Military Asylum or 

.ÓËɯ2ÖÓËÐÌÙÚɀɯ'ÖÔÌȮɯÈÓÛÏÖÜÎÏɯÝÐÊÛÐÔÚɯÖÍɯɂÌÙÜ×ÛÐÝÌɂɯËÐÚÌÈÚÌÚɯÚÜÊÏɯÈÚɯÚÔÈÓÓ×ÖßɯÈÕËɯ

measles were carted from the Kalorama Hospital to the distant Columbian Harmony 

"ÌÔÌÛÌÙàɯȹÊÖÔÔÖÕÓàɯÊÈÓÓÌËɯɁ'ÈÙÔÖÕàɂȺɯÉÌÎÐÕÕÐÕÎɯÐÕɯ%ÌÉÙÜÈÙàɯƕƜƚƗȭɯɯ ÛɯÛÏÌɯÚÈÔÌɯ

time, burials of African Americans also shifted to Harmony from Union Cemetery, 

ÓÖÊÈÛÌËɯɁÕÌÈÙɯÛÏÌɯÉÖÜÕËÈÙàɯȻÕÖÞɯ%ÓÖÙÐËÈɯ ÝÌÕÜÌȼȮɯÉÌÛÞÌÌÕɯƝth and 14th ÚÛÙÌÌÛÚɂɭ

possibly a combination and expansion of adjacent Catholic and Methodist cemeteries 

ÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÊÐÛàɀÚɯÕÖÙÛÏÞÌÚÛɯØÜÈËÙÈÕÛȭ5   

 

The 1863 contract to inter impoverished freedpeople was awarded to Dr. George 

6ÈÚÏÐÕÎÛÖÕɯ 2ÊÖÓÓÈàȮɯ ÞÏÖɯ ÚÛàÓÌËɯ ÏÐÔÚÌÓÍɯ Ɂ4ȭ2ȭɯ 4ÕËÌÙÛÈÒÌÙɂɯ ÍÖÙɯ ÛÏÌɯ #ÐÚÛÙÐÊÛɯ ÖÍɯ

Columbia and operated from an office on Pennsylvania Avenue near 3 rd Street, NW.  

3ÏÌÙÌɯÏÌɯÙÌÊÌÐÝÌËɯÉÜÙÐÈÓɯÖÙËÌÙÚɯÍÙÖÔɯ6ÈÚÏÐÕÎÛÖÕɀÚɯ ÚÚÐÚÛÈÕÛɯ#Ì×ÖÛɯ0ÜÈÙÛÌÙÔÈÚÛÌÙȮɯ

Captain Edward L. Hartz.  In 1864, however, the Quartermaster Department 

assumed interment duties directly, again employing Frank Sands, but now as an 

ÖÍÍÐÊÐÈÓɯ Ɂ2Ü×ÌÙÐÕÛÌÕËÌÕÛɯ ÖÍɯ !ÜÙÐÈÓÚɂɯ ÜÕËÌÙɯ  ÚÚÐÚÛÈÕÛɯ 0ÜÈÙÛÌÙÔÈÚÛÌÙɯ ÍÖÙɯ ÛÏÌɯ

Department of Washington James M. Moore.6  During that year, the authorities closed the SÖÓËÐÌÙÚɀɯ'ÖÔÌɯ"ÌÔÌÛÌÙàȮɯÕÖÞɯÍÐÓÓÌËȮɯÈÕËɯÊÌÈÚÌËɯÉÜÙÐÈÓɯÖÍɯÔÖÚÛɯÕÖÕ-

smallpox dead at Harmony.  Union Cemetery had received more than 1,000 African -American deceased in just four and a half months, and their graves at 

Harmony Cemetery numbered 2,711 over a year and a half.7   The Army now looked across the Potomac River for more space. 

                                                           
4
 The Daily National Republican, May 12, 1862 and September 12, 1862. 

5
 United States Army Quartermaster Department, Roll of Honor: Names of Soldiers Who Died in Defence of the American Union Interred in the National Cemeteries at Washington, D.C. From August 3, 1861 to 

June 30, 1865, Vol. I, (Washington, D.C.: Government Printing Office, 1865), p. vii; The New York Herald, August 12, 1865 and August 15, 1865; The Baltimore Sun, August 11, 1866.  Harmony continued to be 

used by the Freedmenôs Bureau, and possibly the Army, after the war, especially for smallpox patients.  Period newspaper accounts and the 1878 Hopkins Atlas of Fifteen Miles Around Washington suggest that a 

large section of it was set off for soldiers during the war, before those burials were removed to Arlington.  
6
 Moore was a captain when assigned the cemeterial duties, but he was promoted to major and brevetted lieutenant colonel before the end of the war.  Frank Sands and G.W. Scollay, who had arrived in Washington 

in 1861 and 1863, respectively, and set up their own undertaking businesses, partnered in 1864-1865 at 449 Pennsylvania Avenue.  They were partners by the time Sands landed his second contract.  Scollay, a 

Massachusetts native, was a resident of St. Louis, Missouri before the war.  By 1862 he had patented an ñair-tight deodorizing burial caseò and created several other types of ñsanitaryò and traveling coffins.  It is said 

that he embalmed soldiers in the field at Gettysburg and around Richmond.  He returned to St. Louis in 1866, then moved to New York City, leaving a short-lived office of his Scollay Burial Case Company in 

Washington.  He later invented two methods of embalming involving the injection of ñgaseous compounds,ò and he secured other chemical patents as late as the 1890s.  Frank Sands apparently left Washington in 

1866 but is buried at Congressional Cemetery there.  He is perhaps most notable for having accompanied President Lincolnôs body in its great rail-borne funeral cortège.  Thomas Hutchinson, Boydôs Washington and 

Georgetown Directory, 1862, (Washington, D.C.: Thomas Hutchinson, 1862); Hutchinsonôs Washington and Georgetown Directory, (Washington, D.C.: Hutchinson & Brother, 1863); Andrew Boyd, Boydôs 

A federal burial party in Virginia, 1864.  Library of Congress. 
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In 1862 Congress empowered President Lincoln to acquire land for interment of the war dead, and one of the earliest national cemeteries was established that year 

at nearby AlexaÕËÙÐÈȮɯ5ÐÙÎÐÕÐÈȭɯɯ6ÐÛÏɯÛÏÌɯÊÓÖÚÜÙÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÎÙÈÝÌàÈÙËɯÈÛɯÛÏÌɯ.ÓËɯ2ÖÓËÐÌÙÚɀɯ'ÖÔÌȮɯÉÜÙÐÈÓÚɯÈÓÚÖɯÊÖÔÔÌÕÊÌËɯÐÕɯÔÐËɯ,ÈàɯƕƜƚƘɯÈÊÙÖÚÚɯthe river on the 

Ɂ ÙÓÐÕÎÛÖÕɂɯÌÚÛÈÛÌɯÖÍɯ"ÖÕÍÌËÌÙÈÛÌɯ&ÌÕÌÙÈÓɯ1ÖÉÌÙÛɯ$ȭɯ+ÌÌȭɯɯ(ÛɯÞÈÚɯÕÖÛɯÜÕÛÐÓɯÈɯÔÖÕÛÏɯÓÈÛÌÙȮɯÏÖÞÌÝÌÙȮɯÛÏÈÛɯ2ÌÊÙÌÛÈÙàɯof War Stanton, on the advice of Quartermaster 

&ÌÕÌÙÈÓɯ,ÖÕÛÎÖÔÌÙàɯ"ȭɯ,ÌÐÎÚȮɯÖÍÍÐÊÐÈÓÓàɯËÌÚÐÎÕÈÛÌËɯ+ÌÌɀÚɯÔÈÕÚÐÖÕɯÚÐÛÌɯÈÕËɯÜ×ɯÛÖɯƖƔƔɯÚÜÙÙÖÜÕËÐÕÎɯÈÊÙÌÚɯÈɯÔÐÓÐÛÈÙàɯÊÌÔÌÛÌÙàȭ8  The choice of location was not 

accidental.  Meigs bitterly resented Lee as a traitor, and while the rebel chieftain eluded the Army of the Potomac, Lee could literally be struck where he lived: a 

lifelong home of his wife, vulnerable and within sight of the War Department.  Burials at Arlington would be convenient to Wa shington via the Aqueduct Bridge, 

ÈÕËɯÛÏÌɯÎÙÈÝÌÚɯÖÍɯ4ÕÐÖÕɯÚÖÓËÐÌÙÚɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌɯÍÖÙÔÌÙÓàɯÌÕÚÓÈÝÌËɯÞÖÜÓËɯÚ×ÖÐÓɯÛÏÌɯÚÌÛÛÐÕÎɯÖÍɯ+ÌÌɀÚɯÏÐÓÓÛÖ×ɯ&ÙÌÌÒɯ1ÌÝÐÝÈÓɯhouse, occupy the cultivable land, and even taint 

the ground water.  Almost a decade later, the general recalled that,  

 

In estÈÉÓÐÚÏÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯÊÌÔÌÛÌÙàȱɯÐÛɯÞÈÚɯÔàɯÐÕÛÌÕÛÐÖÕɯÛÖɯÏÈÝÌɯÉÌÎÜÕɯÛÏÌɯÐÕÛÌÙÔÌÕÛÚɯÕÌÈÙÌÙɯÛÏÌɯÔÈÕÚÐÖÕȮɯÉÜÛɯÖ××ÖÚÐÛÐÖÕɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯ×ÈÙÛɯÖÍɯÖÍficers stationed at 

Arlington, some of whom used the mansion and who did not like to have the dead buried near them caused the inte rments without my personal 

ÒÕÖÞÓÌËÎÌɯÛÖɯÉÌɯÉÌÎÜÕɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯ-ÖÙÛÏÌÈÚÛÌÙÕɯØÜÈÙÛÌÙɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÎÙÖÜÕËÚɯÕÌÈÙɯÛÏÌɯ ÓÌßÈÕËÙÐÈɯÙÖÈËȱȭɯɯ.ÕɯËÐÚÊÖÝÌÙÐÕÎɯÛÏÐÚɯÉàɯÈɯÝÐÚÐÛɯ( gave special 

instructions to make the burials near the mansion.  They were then driven off by the same influence to the Western portion of the grounds. 9 

 

'ÐÚɯÔÖÛÐÝÌÚɯÞÌÙÌɯÙÌÝÌÈÓÌËɯÐÕɯÊÖÙÙÌÚ×ÖÕËÌÕÊÌɯÉÌÛÞÌÌÕɯÏÐÚɯÚÜÉÖÙËÐÕÈÛÌÚȯɯɁ3ÏÌɯ0ÜÈÙÛÌÙÔÈÚÛÌÙɯ&ÌÕÌÙÈÓȮɯÏÈÝÐÕÎɯÚÖÔÌɯÛÐÔÌɯÈÎÖɯÌß×ÙÌÚsed his regret that interments 

had not been made in close proximity to the Arlin gton House, Va., so as to more firmly secure the grounds known as the National Cemetery, to the Government 

by rendering it undesirable as a future residence or homestead.  There being more than a thousand interments yet to be made, the views of the Quartermaster 

&ÌÕÌÙÈÓɯÊÈÕɯÕÖÞɯÉÌɯÊÈÙÙÐÌËɯÖÜÛȭɂ10 

 

 Úɯ,ÌÐÎÚɯÐÕËÐÊÈÛÌËȮɯÛÏÌɯÉÜÙÐÈÓɯÖÍɯÚÖÓËÐÌÙÚɯÏÈËɯÊÖÔÔÌÕÊÌËɯ,ÈàɯƕƗȮɯƕƜƚƘɯÞÌÓÓɯËÖÞÕÏÐÓÓɯÈÕËɯɁÈÚɯÍÈÙɯÍÙÖÔɯÛÏÌɯÙÌÚÐËÌÕÊÌɯÈÚɯ×ÖÚÚÐÉÓÌȱȭɯȻÐÕɯÈȼɯÚ×ÖÛɯÉÖÙËÌÙÐÕÎɯÖÕɯÈɯÓÐÛÛÓÌɯ

ÙÐÝÜÓÌÛɯÈÕËɯÔÈÙÚÏȮɂɯÈÛɯÛÏÌɯËÐÙÌÊÛÐÖÕɯÖÍɯ!ÙÐÎÈËÐÌÙɯ&eneral Gustavus Adolphus DeRussy, commander of the defenses of Washington south of the Potomac and 

headquartered in the Custis-+ÌÌɯÏÖÔÌȭɯɯ3ÏÌɯÍÐÙÚÛɯÉÜÙÐÈÓÚȮɯÈÛɯÛÏÌɯÍÙÖÕÛɯÖÙɯÌÈÚÛÌÙÕɯÌËÎÌɯÖÍɯÛÖËÈàɀÚɯ2ÌÊÛÐÖÕɯƖƛȮɯÕÌÈÙÌÚÛɯÛÏÌɯÕÖÙÛÏÌÈÚÛɯÎÈÛÌȮɯÞÌÙÌɯÖÍɯÞÏÐÛÌɯ4nion soldiers, 

although there are several government employees and dependents among them.     As the number of black troops increased, they became increasingly represented  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Washington and Georgetown Directory, 1864, (Washington, D.C.: Hudson Taylor, 1864); Andrew Boyd, Boydôs Washington and Georgetown Directory, 1865, (Washington, D.C.: Hudson Taylor, 1865); Andrew 

Boyd, Boydôs Washington and Georgetown Directory, 1866, (Washington, D.C.: Boyd & Waite Brothers, 1866); M.L. Ajmani, Embalming: Principles and Legal Aspects, (New Delhi: Jaypee Brothers, 1998), p. 35; 

United States Patent and Trademark Office patent database; The New York Times, April 22, 1865. 
7
 The New York Herald, August 12, 1865 and August 15, 1865.  More than 100 of the Harmony burials, however, were reinterred elsewhere by family or friends.  By the summer of 1865, the Quartermaster 

Department had been responsible, directly or through contractors, for the burial of 20,000 individuals in the Washington area, most from the military hospitals. 
8
 Quartermaster General Montgomery C. Meigs to Secretary of War Edwin M. Stanton, May 15, 1864, and Meigs to Assistant Quartermaster General Daniel H. Rucker, May 15, 1864, Entry 576 in Record Group 92, 

Records of the Office of the Quartermaster General, National Archives and Records Administration. 
9
 Montgomery C. Meigs to Secretary of War William W. Belknap, April 14, 1873, General Correspondence and Reports Relating to National and Post Cemeteries, 1865-1890, Record Group 92, Entry 576.   

10
 Colonel James M. Moore to Assistant Quartermaster General Daniel H. Rucker, December 16, 1865, Record Group 92, Entry 576.   
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An 1864 Coast Survey map of most of 

that portion of the Arlington estate set 

aside as a cemetery.  At that time, 

burials had been made only at the 

northeast corner of the propertyðthe 

lower right corner of the larger 

pictureðin what is now Section 27.  The 

spot was the most remote from the 

mansion house and on the most level 

ground available near the creek.  The 

inset detail is an enlargement of this 

plot.  The central circle within a circle 

suggests that a flag or cross was 

intended as a focal point. 

Courtesy of the National Oceanic and 

Atmospheric Administration. 
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An Andrew J. Russell photo 

of Arlington cemetery dated a 

month and a half after the 

first burials and about a week 

before the burial of African-

American civilians began.  At 

this stage, the staff had not 

yet whitewashed the first 

crude, wooden markers.  

Courtesy of the Chrysler 

Museum of Art, Norfolk, 

Virginia, a purchase of the 

Horace W. Goldsmith Fund. 
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among the military dead, and interments of black so ldiers at Arlington began soon after.  And about July 2 or 3, the new 

ÊÌÔÌÛÌÙàɯÉÌÊÈÔÌɯÛÏÌɯ×ÙÐÔÈÙàɯÉÜÙàÐÕÎɯÎÙÖÜÕËɯÍÖÙɯ6ÈÚÏÐÕÎÛÖÕɀÚɯÍÙÌÌË×ÌÖ×ÓÌɯÙÌÊÌÐÝÐÕÎɯÍÌËÌÙÈÓɯÈÚÚÐÚÛÈÕÊÌȭɯɯ.ÕÊÌɯ,ÌÐÎÚɀÚɯ

orders were finally heeded and graves were dug behind the house, there were no further burials of whites in this original 

plot, and the remains of many white soldiers were removed.  But from that time, and continuing after the war, the burial of 

black soldiers and civilians continued, although many of these were reinterments  from other graveyards. 11 Burials of civilians  

                                                           
11

 Montgomery C. Meigs to Edwin M. Stanton, June 10, 1867, Record Group 92, Entry 576; Montgomery C. Meigs draft letter to William W. Belknap, April 14, 1873,  

Record Group 92, Entry 576; Sextonôs Morning Reports of Soldiers and Contrabands Interred in Arlington National Cemetery, 1865-67, Entry 681 in Record Group  

92, Records of the Office of the Quartermaster General, National Archives and Records Administration; Sextonôs Records of Death and Interment and Orders for  

Burial and of Reburial of Soldiers, Known and Unknown, at Various Cemeteries But Chiefly Arlington National Cemetery, 1864-1867, Entry 578 in Record Group 92,  

At the end of the war, the Quartermaster 

Department produced thousands of plans of 

Army facilities as a way of accounting for them 

and preparing for their continued use, transfer, 

or sale.  An elevation of the main sextonôs 

lodge, seen in the background of the  

photograph on the preceding page, was 

rendered in full color.  It was here that remains 

were received and the burial records were kept. 

An accompanying plan of this corner of the 

cemetery, seen at right, depicts not only the 

lodge, but also the gravediggersô kitchen and 

mess room, their privies, and the wood fence 

that originally enclosed the parcel. 

National Archives and Records Administration. 
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in Section 27 slowed in 1867 and ceased that November, but the reinterment of black troops continued into 1868, and there are a few much later graves of soldiers 

or veterans.12 

 

It is often assumed that the Afr ican- ÔÌÙÐÊÈÕɯÊÐÝÐÓÐÈÕÚɯÖÍɯ2ÌÊÛÐÖÕɯƖƛɯÏÈËɯÉÌÌÕɯÙÌÚÐËÌÕÛÚɯÖÍɯÕÌÈÙÉàɯ%ÙÌÌËÔÈÕɀÚɯ5ÐÓÓÈÎÌȮɯÞÏÐÊÏɯÚÛÖÖËɯÐÕɯÞÏÈÛɯÐÚɯÕÖÞɯÛÏÌɯÚÖÜÛÏɯÌÕËɯÖÍ 

the cemetery.  The Quartermaster Department founded the village in 1864 as a model rural community intended to relieve the ci ty of Washington of the 

ÖÝÌÙÊÙÖÞËÐÕÎɯÖÍɯÍÙÌÌË×ÌÖ×ÓÌɯÈÕËɯÛÖɯÙÌÛÜÙÕɯÍÈÓÓÖÞɯÍÈÙÔÓÈÕËɯÛÖɯ×ÙÖËÜÊÛÐÖÕȭɯɯ!ÜÛɯ%ÙÌÌËÔÈÕɀÚɯ5ÐÓÓÈÎÌɯÏÈËɯÐÛÚɯÖÞÕɯÎÙÈÝÌàÈÙËȮɯÈÕËɯÛhe names of the deceased from 

that settlement and nearby camps do not appear in Arlington. 13  Rather, for reasons of cemetery overcrowding in the District of Columbia, the federal government 

established a necropolis north of the village.  Arlington thus became the site of the largest Civil War cemetery of Washingto ÕɯÈÕËɯ×ÌÙÏÈ×ÚɯÛÏÌɯÊÐÛàɀÚɯÚÌÊÖÕËɯÓÈÙÎÌÚÛɯ

×ÖÛÛÌÙɀÚ field.  

 

-ÖÛɯÈÓÓɯÖÍɯ2ÌÊÛÐÖÕɯƖƛɀÚɯÍÙÌÌË×ÌÖ×ÓÌɯÏÈËɯÉÌÌÕɯ6ÈÚÏÐÕÎÛÖÕɯÙÌÚÐËÌÕÛÚȭɯɯ ɯÚÐáÈÉÓÌɯÕÜÔÉÌÙɯÏÈËɯ×ÌÙÐÚÏÌËɯÖÍɯÚÔÈÓÓ×ÖßɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÝÐÊÐÕÐÛà of Alexandria and were first buried 

at the Claremont Eruptive Fever Hospital in Fairfax County. 14  Nearly 200 black teamsters and laborers for the Quartermaster Department, mostly Marylanders 

and ranging in age from 15 to 72, were reinterred at Arlington from a burying ground near the cavalry depot at Giesboro in th e southeast corner of the District. 

 

The process for the burial of poor freedpeople at Arlington began with a family member or friend of the deceased making application to the Quartermas ter 

Department.  They generally had to show that the family was without the means to bury their own.  In taking the poorest of the poor, Section 27 was different 

from wartime ÊÌÔÌÛÌÙÐÌÚɯÍÖÙɯÍÙÌÌË×ÌÖ×ÓÌɯÐÕɯÕÌÈÙÉàɯ ÓÌßÈÕËÙÐÈȮɯÍÖÙɯÐÕÚÛÈÕÊÌȮɯÞÏÐÊÏɯÐÕÛÌÙÙÌËɯÕÌÈÙÓàɯÈÓÓɯÖÍɯÛÏÈÛɯÛÖÞÕɀÚɯÍÖÙÔÌÙɯÚÓÈÝÌÚȭɯɯ3ÏÌɯ0uartermaster 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Records of the Office of the Quartermaster General, National Archives and Records Administration.  Many of the troopsô remains came from Washingtonôs Harmony Cemetery, smaller plots near Forts Reno and 

DeRussy, and Virginiaôs Camp Casey, a recruiting and training camp for the U.S. Colored Troops located near Freedmanôs Village, plus many other locations. 
12

 The latest few date to the 1930s.  Some civilian gravestones are erroneously inscribed with turn-of-the-twentieth-century dates.  The source of this mistake is unclear, but these are at least third-generation markers. 
13

 The claim that Section 27 is mostly populated by former residents of Freedmenôs Village has been repeated for decades, perhaps most recently in a December 2011 report to Congress by the Arlington National 

Cemetery Gravesite Accountability Task Force.  Only after the burial of Washingtonôs poorest freedpeople at Arlington ceased did the superintendent of Freedmanôs Village, an officer of the postwar Freedmenôs 

Bureau, request that its burials be removed to Arlington Cemetery, with further interments to take place there.  But the Quartermaster Department resisted the Bureauôs proposal, concerned about cost and the now 

overwhelmingly military character of the cemetery.  The Depot Quartermaster questioned why poor whites, too, would not then also have to be buried there.  ñ[I]t will certainly lead to abuse and trouble.ò  Even in 

those rare instances that deceased individuals at Arlington Cemetery and from Freedmanôs Village coincidentally share the same name, the death dates do not matchðand there is often a Washington address for the 

former.  The location of the Freedmanôs Village burying ground is a mystery, although it was possibly an expansion of a pre-war slave cemetery.  A related question is, where are the graves of the residents of the 

freedpeopleôs barracks on nearby Masonôs Island?  Like the Freedmanôs Villagers, the names of their deceased do not appear in Section 27.  It is likely then that there is a graveyard on the island, now known as 

Roosevelt Island.  There were at least a couple of burials of black soldiers or recruits at nearby Camp Casey in 1863.  H.N. Howard, Superintendent of Freedmanôs Village, to Bvt. Brig. General Charles H. Howard, 

Assistant Commissioner, Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen and Abandoned Lands, November 16, 1867, Record Group 92, Entry 576; Registers of People Arriving at Freedmanôs Village [and nearby camps, 1863-

1868], Entry 578 in Records of the Subassistant Commissioner (Subdistrict 1), Records of the Assistant Commissioner for the District of Columbia in Record Group 105, Records of the Bureau of Refugees, 

Freedmen and Abandoned Lands, National Archives and Records Administration; United States Army Quartermaster Department, p. 294c. 
14

 The Claremont reinterments are nearly all recorded here as unknowns, because their original headboards had been removed or were illegible when the remains were exhumed.  The names of most of the hospitalôs 

dead are now known, however, but they cannot be matched to particular graves.  The reburial records identify manyðmost probably erroneouslyðas government employees.  See Timothy J. Dennee, ñAfrican-

American Civilians and Soldiers Treated at Claremont Smallpox Hospital, Fairfax County, Virginia, 1862-1865,ò Friends of Freedmenôs Cemetery website, 

http://www.freedmenscemetery.org/resources/documents/claremont.pdf. 
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Left: An 1868 Coast Survey map of Arlington.  

The upper end of the image is north, and the 

Washington-Alexandria road runs along the 

entire right-hand side of the image.  Section 

27 is located at upper right. Freedmanôs 

Village is at the lower right. As directed by 

Montgomery Meigs, additional sections of 

wartime burials were opened to the southwest 

(left) of the mansion.   

Right: A detail of Section 27 from the same 

map.  The section had been expanded and 

nearly filled by this time, reaching deeper into 

the grounds and toward the marshy stream 

bank.  The frame cemetery lodge still stood.  

The roads and paths depicted suggest the 

original division into smaller sections.  

Map courtesy of the National Oceanic and 

Atmospheric Administration. 


